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I was around 20 years old. We were both Christians. She was
beautiful and I was smitten when I realized she liked me. Soon
we were making plans for marriage.

We spent a lot of time together. Here is the progression of how
things went bad; from innocent to immoral but that wasn’t the
intention. First hands touch, then holding hands, then hugs, and
somewhere in there comes that first electric kiss.

The first kiss is simple and short but as time goes on they linger.
During this time, hands begin to caress the body.

So the day came: we were alone at my house, kissing and
caressing on the couch. Soon my hands went places that should
be reserved for a married couple. We went to my bedroom.

That changed everything. That now defined our time together.
We may have gotten together to go to church or do ministry but
we always ended up in the same place we went that day. Sadly
but thankfully our relationship fell apart after a short time of
this.

It took many years for me to come to grips with what happened.
It seems like denial to say that I never had an intention for things
to go where they did. What kind of deception came about that
allowed it to happen and then to continue? At what point in the
kissing, etc., did sin begin? As some would say, “How far was
too far?”

My point in all of this is to show that good intentions or lack of
bad intentions were not enough to protect us. We started down
a pathway that was like a boulder rolling down a hill. It’s a path
that is good in marriage but not outside of it.

After many years, I came to understand how things ended up
where they did. Here are the Four Ps that I think explain it:
Proximity, Privacy, Passion, and Progression.

• Proximity is being physically present with someone.

• Privacy is being somewhere where you are alone and
it’s not likely that someone will see what you are
doing.

• Passion usually results from physical contact: kissing,
caressing, etc and the motor starts running and picking
up speed.

• Progression is the God designed path that begins with
touch and ends with intercourse.

Proximity alone is not bad. When you like someone, you want
to be near them. Privacy alone is not always bad. A phone call
is private and the corner of a coffee shop can be private. When
you put the two together things can change. If a relationship
does not include physical touch then proximity and privacy
would not be a problem but in most relationships there is touch.
Passion and progression are also closely linked. In a dating
relationship, physical touch leads to passion and passion brings
progression.

If you recall my story, you can see the Four Ps in action and this
is where "boundaries" usually break down. Passion is a very
hard thing to control. In marriage, you can let passion flourish
and progress to the end, which is sexual intercourse. In dating,
the common question is "How far can we go?" That presents a
problem. It's like racing to the edge of a cliff and slamming on
the brakes hoping not to go over the edge. The honest admission
would be to acknowledge that we like the feeling of intimate
stimulation and want to experience it at deeper levels. The
problem of progression also shows up here. In the beginning,
holding hands was amazing but after you have kissed
passionately, just holding hands is not quite the same. When you
are together in a private place, you pick up where you left off
and move a little closer to intercourse each time. Without
intending to cross your "boundaries", you end up going over the
edge.

While our intention may not be bad, I think we need to realize
how prone to sin and deception we are. We want to believe that
we can do certain passionate things in private and not end up in
trouble. A big problem is that it feels good and a feeling of
closeness can soon turn into sexual stimulation. That wonderful
feeling is great in marriage but outside of that we are playing
with fire.

Every year many good Christian young people end up in trouble, some with an unplanned pregnancy
and many with guilt, shame, and brokenness. The following story may be helpful in preventing that.
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Operation Rescue Colorado
PO Box 280309

Lakewood, Colorado  80228
Information Line:  303-237-4146

E-mail: mail@orcolo.com
orcolo.com

Make sure we have your
current phone number so
you can receive the
InfoLine alerts.

Fill out the enclosed
coupon!

“HEALTHY FUTURES” PROJECT

Life Connection
Information Line

303-237-4146
We send out alerts about what we are
doing at the High Schools and other
special events.

Here is our code of conduct:
We want to represent Christ in word and deed. We need to absorb any
barbs that come our way and not respond with the same kind of stuff.
Ephesians 4:29 says this: “Do not use harmful words, but only helpful
words, the kind that build up and provide what is needed, so that what
you say will do good to those who hear you.”
People will think of their encounter with us for a long time.
We want to make sure that it is something God can use to work on
their heart and not something He wishes we didn’t do or say.

Healthy Futures for Women is an abortion clinic in Englewood,
Colorado. The abortionist is Stephen Hindes. On their website they
boast that he has killed thousands. Steve Hindes does abortions through
20 weeks.
We normally picket Monday and Tuesday. If you would like to join
us, give us a call to get the current times. Here is a great opportunity
to show your passion for the unborn and their mothers.

PICKET THE ABORTION MILL

300 East Hampden
Come Monday from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Except for bad weather days.

If you are new, call first.
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If you find yourself resistant to these
ideas consider if you might be leaving
room to slip up. I heard someone say
that he and his girlfriend were trying
not to have sex yet they continued to go
down the same path. They gave
opportunity for failure. Another
problem is alcohol or recreational drugs
as that almost guarantees bad judgment
and results.

I think the only completely safe
boundary when engaging in touch is
avoiding proximity and privacy
together. I'm not talking about the
privacy of a phone call or the corner of
the coffee shop but the kind where you
are alone and it’s not likely that
someone will see what you are doing.
Now if you are just holding hands that
may be different but once you start
kissing and caressing the danger
becomes real. I tell you from
experience that you can quickly
become blinded by deception when
certain things are done. Don’t take the
chance. As I look back, if I had known
and followed that advice a lot of
heartache could have been avoided.
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Please share this story with people young
and old who may find it helpful.

https://bit.ly/4TheFourPs
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